《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes – Titus》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
According to; in order that God’s elect might believe and acknowledge the truth which is according to godliness. 

Verse 2
Promised; in his eternal purpose. 

Verse 3
His word; which is the revelation of this eternal life. 

Through preaching, which is committed unto me; that is, through the ministry of preaching wherewith I am entrusted. These words are added to show how the revelation of eternal life contained in his word is to be promulgated. God sometimes converts men who have been distinguished for their opposition to him, and makes them eminently successful preachers of the gospel. 

Verse 5
Set in order; complete arrangements which Paul had begun for the establishment of churches and the promotion of religion throughout the island. Over every congregation there should be a settled pastor, to preach the gospel, administer the ordinances of the New Testament, baptism and the Lord’s supper, and set before the people an example of habitual and consistent piety. 

Verse 6
Faithful children; trained up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and not guilty of disobedience to their parents or openly immoral. 

Verses 7-9
A bishop must be blameless; 1 Timothy 3:2-7. 

Verse 9
A blameless character, soundness in the faith, and ability to maintain and defend it, are essential requisites in ministers of the gospel; and without these none should be introduced into the sacred office. 

Verse 10
The circumcision; Jews. 

Verse 11
Whose mouths must be stopped; not by inquisitions or physical force, but by sound argument and conclusive reasoning-by the power of truth. 

Subvert; turn aside from the faith and practice of the gospel. 

For filthy lucre’s sake; for base gain. 

Verse 12
A prophet of their own; Epimenides, one of their poets. 

Evil beasts; ferocious and malignant. 

Slow bellies; slothful gluttons. 

Verse 15
Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled-is nothing pure; there is an allusion here to the stress laid by the false teachers on Jewish distinctions of clean and unclean meats, washing of hands, and other ceremonial purifications, while they took no pains to keep their hearts and lives clean from the defilement of sin. The apostle exposes their error by laying down a general principle applicable to all the relations of life. The pure are those whose hearts and lives are controlled by the holy principles of love, faith, and obedience towards God. To them all God’s creatures are pure, and they need fear no defilement from them while they use them with thanksgiving in accordance with his word. Romans 14:14-20; 1 Timothy 4:4-5. All their daily labors, moreover, secular as well as religious, are pure, being all performed in the spirit of love towards God and man. The impure are those whose hearts and lives are under the control of selfish and base passions. To them nothing is pure; for their mind and conscience being defiled, every outward work that proceeds from them is unclean also. Those who love and practise what is good are constantly growing better, and those who love and practise evil are constantly growing worse. 

Verse 16
In works they deny him; they show that they have no such knowledge. Their words and works disagree. 

Unto every good work reprobate; rejected as men given over to iniquity, from whom no good work is to be expected. Not the professions but the practices of men are the index of their true character. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 3
False accusers; given to slander. 

Verse 5
Not blasphemed; that the gospel be not reproached on account of the inconsistency of its professors. The gospel inculcates upon all professing Christians the duties appropriate to their age, sex, and condition; and requires the performance of them, for the purpose of honoring God and preventing the reproach which they will otherwise bring upon his cause. 

Verse 8
One of the most convincing proofs of the truth and excellence of the Christian religion is a consistently pious and beneficent life; and every friend of God should strive so to conduct, that no one can justly say any evil of him. 

Verse 9
In all things; where they can do it and at the same time please God. 

Not answering again; not contradicting or finding fault with their masters. 

Verse 10
Purloining; taking what is not theirs. Servants who conscientiously discharge their appropriate duties from regard to God, are a great ornament to the Christian religion, and do much to recommend it. They should therefore search the Scriptures, hear the gospel, and enjoy the means of grace, that their minds may be enlightened, their hearts purified, and all their powers employed most profitably to themselves and their fellow-men. 

Verse 11
That bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men; or, as the margin, the grace of God that bringeth salvation to all men, hath appeared. By the grace of God, in the gospel salvation is provided for and offered to all men, and it gives actual salvation to all who receive it in faith. Romans 1:16. 

Verse 13
The glorious appearing; at his second coming in glory to judge the world. 

Verse 14
Our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself a ransom for us, and will be our final Judge, is the great God. As such all should regard him, and ever be governed by his revealed will. 

Verse 15
These things; the duties he had mentioned, verses Titus 2:1-14. 

Let no man despise thee; conduct in such a manner as to command the respect of all. Supreme love to Christ, manifested in acts of good-will to men, cannot be despised, but must be respected even by the wicked. Though they may hate and oppose it, their conscience condemns them, and thus forewarns them of their final doom. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 2
Speak evil of no man; falsely or unnecessarily. True religion makes good subjects, quiet citizens, peaceful neighbors, and renders men meek, patient, and forgiving in all the relations of life. 

Verse 3
We ourselves also; as well as the unbelieving world without us now lying in wickedness. From the regenerating and renewing grace of God, which had elevated believers from a life of inward uncleanness and outward vice to one of holiness and righteousness, he draws an argument for consistency in a godly life. When not restrained by divine grace, men naturally run into all kinds of vicious, hateful excesses; and nothing but the Holy Spirit will prevent their growing worse and worse for ever. 

Verse 4
Appeared; in the gift of his Son, the preaching of the gospel, and the operations of the Spirit. 

Verse 8
To the gracious operations of the Holy Spirit Christians are indebted for the difference between them and the most heinous sinners. This they should feel, and should show their gratitude in doing good as they have opportunity, by precept, example, and every proper method, to all their fellow-men. 

Verse 10
A heretic; in New Testament usage, sectarist, attaching himself to a factious party that rejected sound doctrine and a godly life. 

The first and second admonition; Matthew 18:15-17; Romans 16:17-18. Kind, watchful, and efficient discipline should ever be maintained in Christian churches. Efforts, not by pains and penalties, but by sound argument and kind persuasion, should first be made to reclaim offenders. If all is unavailing, Christians should separate themselves from them, and thus bear open testimony against their transgressions; but they should never feel unkindly towards them, or seek to injure them. Persecutions, prisons, inquisitions, fires, and tortures are measures instigated by the devil and pursued by his adherents, not by the friends of Jesus Christ. 

Verse 11
Subverted; turned from the right way. 

Sinneth; by embracing the side of error and sin. 

Condemned of himself; by his own conduct and conscience. 

Verse 13
Nothing be wanting; needful for their journey. 

Verse 14
Ours; those of our side, those who profess godliness. 

Maintain good works; live godly lives, and habitually and diligently pursue some useful business. 

For necessary uses; that they may have the means of honorably maintaining themselves and helping others, thus being not unfruitful in their lives. John 15:16; Ephesians 4:28; Philippians 4:17; Colossians 1:10. 

